
Art is a way we can connect with friends and family. Two of Artspace’s current exhibitions 
- Surviving Art and Cross Currents - tell the stories of how art has been a form of 
communication that has strengthened relationships through time. Even when you can’t be 
face to face, art can serve as a way to stay in touch. 

Make a creative postcard depicting your local landscape. Send this card to a friend or 
family member you haven’t seen in a while and challenge them to mail a response back! 

Age/Grade  All ages

Materials 

• Sheet of Cardstock or Thick Paper 
   (Watercolor or Mixed Media Paper)
• Backing such as Matt Board, Cardboard, 
   ChipBoard if needed (Tip: Recycle the 
   cardboard backing of an old sketchbook)
• Scissors
• Box Cutter
• Glue
• Ruler
• Paint, Coloring, and/or Collage Materials
• Pen, Pencil, Marker
• Stamps

Connect with us
artspacenc.org 

@artspacenc

MAILABLE ART
ART ACTIVITY 

Fun Fact: Did you know there 
were 563,453,000 postcards 
mailed in the U.S. last year?

Share your creations with us! Tag us: @artspacenc #ArtspaceAtHome

http://www.artspacenc.org


Share your creations with us! Tag us: @artspacenc #ArtspaceAtHome

MAILABLE ART
Artmaking Directions

1. The standard postcard size is 4x6”. Measure out 
two 4x6” rectangles on your paper - one for the front 
of your postcard and the other for the back. If using a 
backing, measure another rectangle on your backing 
material.

• If you’re using thick enough paper, you may 
only need to glue the sheets of paper together 
and skip the cardboard! The cardboard backing 
will make it sturdier for mailing, but is optional. 

2. Carefully cut out the rectangles. If cutting out 
cardboard, grab an adult to help!

3. Paint, color, or collage a scene from your local 
landscape - some place either inside or around your 
home.



Share your creations with us! Tag us: @artspacenc #ArtspaceAtHome

Artmaking Directions

6. Mail your postcard and await a response! Or send 
out multiple postcards!

4. Once dry, glue your artwork to the backing. You 
may choose to glue another sheet of paper to the 
back or write directly on the backing.

5. Write a message to your friend or family member 
on the back of the card. Don’t forget to ask them to 
respond with a work of art from their surroundings!

• Include your return address, their name, 
address, and a postage stamp! You may need 
2 stamps depending on the thickness of your card.

MAILABLE ART



Share your creations with us! Tag us: @artspacenc #ArtspaceAtHome

Start a Mail Chain: Instead of asking the recipient of your postcard to mail you a card back, 
challenge them to mail a creative postcard to another friend or family member. Each person should 
carry on the chain by passing along a postcard to someone new! You can track the chain by creating 
an Instagram account or blog people can share images and stories of their cards to.

More to Explore

Listen to this curated playlist by Cross Currents artist Catherine Egerton while you work!

Take a virtual tour of Surviving Art with Director of Artistic Programs, Annah Lee! 

Looking for inspiration? Check out #postmarked, a project from Crafting the Future that received 
creative postcard submissions from 300 artists around the country. View the virtual gallery that 
includes postcards made of everything from ceramics to quilting and metal to embroidered magnolia 
leaves! 

Resources

MAILABLE ART

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1ez5aJp7B9Vn9TyenxST8J
https://youtu.be/J4mXXtEZgKg
https://www.craftingthefuture.org/postmarked
https://www.craftingthefuture.org/postmarked/project-one-25kn5

